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8
But Daniel determined that he would not defile himself by eating the king’s food or drinking his wine, so
he asked the head of the palace staff to exempt him from the royal diet.
17-18
God gave these four young men knowledge and skill in both books and life. In addition, Daniel was
gifted in understanding all sorts of visions and dreams. At the end of the time set by the king for their
training, the head of the royal staff brought them in to Nebuchadnezzar. When the king interviewed them,
he found them far superior to all the other young men. None were a match for Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah.
19-20
And so they took their place in the king’s service. Whenever the king consulted them on anything, on
books or on life, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his kingdom put
together. 21 Daniel continued in the king’s service until the first year in the reign of King Cyrus.

Darius reorganized his kingdom. He appointed one hundred twenty governors to administer all the parts
of his realm. Over them were three vice-regents, one of whom was Daniel. The governors reported to the
vice-regents, who made sure that everything was in order for the king. But Daniel, brimming with spirit
and intelligence, so completely outclassed the other vice-regents and governors that the king decided to
put him in charge of the whole kingdom.
4-5
The vice-regents and governors got together to find some old scandal or skeleton in Daniel’s life that
they could use against him, but they couldn’t dig up anything. He was totally exemplary and trustworthy.
They could find no evidence of negligence or misconduct. So they finally gave up and said, “We’re never
going to find anything against this Daniel unless we can cook up something religious.”
1-3

25-27
King Darius published this proclamation to every race, color, and creed on earth:
Peace to you! Abundant peace!
I decree that Daniel’s God shall be worshiped and feared in all parts of my kingdom.
He is the living God, world without end. His kingdom never falls.
His rule continues eternally.
He is a savior and rescuer.
He performs astonishing miracles in heaven and on earth.
He saved Daniel from the power of the lions.
28
From then on, Daniel was treated well during the reign of Darius, and also in the following reign of Cyrus
the Persian.

Key Question: How does a _________________ ________________ working in _____________?
1. ________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________________

