Lesson 19
Soldiering On
Acts 20
Following the uproar in Ephesus, which we studied in our previous lesson, Paul now begins his journey
toward Jerusalem. Some of Acts 20 reads almost like a travel log. Places, timetables, and traveling
companions are recorded in some detail. However, in this chapter, we also get a glimpse into the life of
the early church. Luke chronicles the unusual circumstances surrounding Paul’s message to believers
in Troas and the actual content of Paul’s message to the Ephesian elders.
Read Acts 20:1-6
1. After the riot in Ephesus (Acts 19:23-41), Paul leaves Ephesus to go to Jerusalem. He takes the long way,
going through Macedonia and Greece (Achaia).
a. Following the riot, who does Paul send for and why (verse 1)?
b. As Paul is traveling, what do you imagine he is saying as he encourages believers?
c. The Christian life can be difficult and exhausting. How can we be intentional about encouraging
others?
d. Why does Paul decide to go from Greece through Macedonia, instead of sailing to Syria (verse 3)?
e. From the map on page 3, locate where Paul’s traveling companions are from. It may be that these men
were representatives from the various regions.
f. Note the details in verse 6. Answer: Who? What? Why? Where? When? And for how long?
Read Acts 20:7-12
2. Some scholars think that verse 7 is evidence that the early church met on Sunday and took communion.
The first day of the week would have been a work day. So it is possible that the meeting occurred in the
evening, after work.
a. What did the believers do when they came together (verse 7)?
b. Read Luke 22:19-20. What did Jesus do with his disciples at the Last Supper?
c. Review Acts 2:42 and 46. What did the believers do together?
d. Returning to Acts 20:7, do you think this verse is a mandate for Sunday worship and communion? Why
or why not?
3. Even though we don’t know the content of Paul’s message, Luke gives us many details about what
happened.
a. Why does Paul keep talking late into the night (verse 7)?
b. Thinking about the room and the hour, why might Eutychus have fallen asleep?
c. What details from the text might suggest that Eutychus actually died, as opposed to being
unconscious?
d. What apparently happens to Eutychus in verses 10-11?
e. What will the people remember from that evening?

Read Acts 20:13-16
4. By about 57 A.D., Pentecost (Acts 2) may have become a Christian holiday. Paul may have also wanted to
observe the Jewish holiday of The Feast of Weeks in Jerusalem (Exod. 34:22, Deut. 16:10). The Jewish
festival, The Feast of Weeks, is called Pentecost by Christians.
a. Using the map on page 3, trace Paul’s journey from Assos to Mitylene to Kios to Samos to Miletus.
b. Note the location of Ephesus. Why did Paul decide to bypass this city (verse 16)?
c. Sometimes in our own lives, we have to bypass worthy ministry opportunities. Explain why we must
make choices to bypass some opportunities.
Read Acts 20:17-27
5. Paul sends for the Ephesian elders to give them a parting message. As he looks back over his life, Paul
holds himself up as an example. (See also 1 Cor. 11:1; Phil. 3:17 and 4:9; 2 Thess. 3:7-9). Write the verse
and phrase that corresponds to Paul’s ministry from verses 18-21.
a. Humble
verse
b. Courageous
verse
c. Impartial
verse
d. Emotionally invested
verse
e. Persevering
verse
f. Public
verse
g. Personal
verse
h. Comprehensive
verse
i. Relevant
verse
j. Evangelistic
verse
6. Personal introspection: Are you willing to have your life held up as a living example to other believers?
7. Next, Paul looks forward toward the future, as he explains to the elders that he is going to Jerusalem.
a. Why does Paul think he must go to Jerusalem (verse 22)?
b. What is the warning given to Paul by the Holy Spirit (verse 23)?
c. Explain Paul’s attitude toward danger.
d. What word picture does Paul use to illustrate that he is determined to persevere to the end?
e. Find the verse that shows that Paul thinks he will never see these elders again.
f. Read Ezekiel 33:9. Why does Paul declare himself innocent of the blood of all men (verses 26-27)?
Read Acts 20:28-38
8. In this chapter, Paul seems to use the titles “elders” (verse 17), “overseers” and “shepherds (verse 28)
interchangeably in addressing church leaders. He gives a final warning to these elders.
a. Think about the titles “elder”, “overseer”, and “shepherd”. What character traits might each title
highlight?
b. Who appointed these men to be church leaders and what is their responsibility? (See verse 28 and
Acts 14:23)
c. How valuable is the church (verse 28)?
d. What warning does Paul give the elders (verses 29-31)?
e. Today, why do we need to be alert for opposition from within our own ranks, as well as opposition from
outside sources?
9. Paul gives his final words of exhortation.
a. Who cares for the elders (verse 32)? How are they cared for?
b. What is Paul’s attitude toward material possessions (verses 33-35)?
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8

c. What is Paul’s message about financial support for ministry workers? (See Gal. 6:6.)
d. From verse 35, summarize Paul’s view of leadership.
e. Jesus’s words in verse 35 are not found in any of the gospels. Jesus could have spoken directly to
Paul, or it could be part of the oral tradition. Explain how this verse is consistent with Jesus’s teaching.
(See Matt. 10:8 and Luke 6:38.)
10. Previously, we have seen Paul attacked (Acts 14:19, 16:22, 18:12), imprisoned (Acts 16:23), and run out of
town (Acts 13:50, 14:5-6, 17:14) by the Jews. Explain how and why the farewell in verses 36-37 is different.
11. Paul’s message to the Ephesian elders gives us great insight into his thoughts on Christian leadership.
Each of us, in our own way, is called to lead. We may lead our families, our unbelieving friends, our
neighbors, or co-workers. How are you preparing to be an effective leader?

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8

